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Issued on 31 August 2009

GUIDANCE NOTE FOR CESSATION OF PRACTICE AND RENEWAL OF CERTIFICATES OF REGISTRATION 
1
This guidance note refers to and should be read in conjunction with the Legal 

Profession Act (Cap. 161) (“the Act”) and the rules made thereunder, in particular the

Legal Profession (International Services) Rules 2008 (“the LPIS”). 
2
This guidance note applies to the following categories of foreign lawyers and solicitors, collectively referred to in this guidance note as “registered lawyers”:

(a) All foreign lawyers registered under section 130K of the Act to practise foreign law in a Joint Law Venture, Qualifying Foreign Law Practice, licensed foreign law practice or Singapore law practice;
(b) All solicitors registered under section 130N of the Act to practise Singapore law in a Joint Law Venture, Qualifying Foreign Law Practice or licensed foreign law practice;

(c)
All solicitors registered under section 130O of the Act to practise foreign law in a Joint Law Venture, Qualifying Foreign Law Practice or licensed foreign law practice;
(d)
All foreign lawyers registered under section 130I of the Act to practise Singapore law in a Joint Law Venture or Qualifying Foreign Law Practice; and
(e)
All foreign lawyers registered under section 130J of the Act to practise Singapore law in a Singapore law practice. 

3
Cessation of Practice
3.1
Upon the cessation of practice of a registered lawyer, for whatever reason, in the Joint Law Venture/Qualifying Foreign Law Practice/licensed foreign law practice/Singapore law practice named in the Certificate of Registration, the lawyer and the law practice must notify the Attorney-General in writing of such cessation within 7 days.
4
Renewal of registration
4.1
An application for the renewal of a Certificate of Registration should be submitted to the Legal Profession Secretariat at least 2 weeks before the expiry date of the certificate. 
4.2
If a registered lawyer fails to renew his registration before its expiry and continues to practise without a valid certificate, the law practice and/or the registered lawyer concerned will be:

(a) liable to disciplinary action under section 130R of the Act;
(b) unable to enforce any contract in relation to the legal services provided to the clients of the law practice under section 130T of the Act; and/or
(c) liable to pay a civil penalty under section 130U of the Act.
Dated this 31st day of August 2009

Issued by:
The Legal Profession Secretariat
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